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Our Mission

To encourage the informed and active participation of citizens in government,

and to influence public policy through education and advocacy
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AS LEAGUE MEMBERS,
WE NEED TO DO MORE

Chris Straton
President@lwvcolliercounty.org

Less than 50% voter turnout in Collier County. That cer-
tainly isn’t something to be proud of, especially if you are
a member of the League of Women Voters.

Our job as League members is to encourage the informed and active partici-
pation of citizens in government. We identify the important issues, provide
opportunities for the public to learn about these issues, and encourage peo-
ple to take advantage of these opportunities.

| think we did a pretty good job identifying the issues and creating opportuni-
ties to inform the public this past election season. We could have done more,
and next time, we will.

But obviously, we didn’t do a good enough job driving participation.

| would have liked to have seen more attendance by the general public at our
candidate forums and General Meetings. And | would have liked to have
seen more of our members participate as well. We've done a great job of
growing our membership over the past couple of years, and I'm thrilled to see
new faces along with some of our long-time members at our meetings. But
I'd really like to see more of you.

As League members, you provide critical financial support for our activities
through your membership dues — and we greatly appreciate it. But we need
your participation as well. If you let us inform you, and then you tell two peo-
ple ... and they tell two people ... and they tell two people, we’ll do a better
job of encouraging the informed participation of citizens in government.

There are several opportunities to become informed this month, including
field trips to the once-a-year county and regional delegation meetings leading
up to the 2007 Florida Legislative session. While | would like to see you at
every League meeting, | ask you to pick just one ... as a way to become a
more informed citizen. Invite a friend. And then tell two people what you
learned ... and have them tell two people... and have them tell two people.

2008 is just around the corner.

We’re determined to do a better job next time.
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SAVE THE DATE!

Wednesday , 12/6
Hot Topics

Wednesday, 12/6
Holiday Party

Monday, 12/11

Justice Committee

Wednesday, 12/13
Social Policy
Committee

Wednesday, 12/13
Govermment Committee
Southwest Florida
Regional Delegation
Meeting

Friday, 12/15
Natural Resources
Commitee

Monday, 12/18
General Meeting

Tuesday, 12/19
Government Committee
Collier County Legislative
Delegation Meeting

See page 8 for details
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HOUSING — Building Consensus on
a LWVCC Workforce Housing Position Begins

By Kathleen Slebodnik - WorkforceHousing@Iwvcolliercounty.org
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The VOTER is published

monthly from October

through April by the League
of Women Voters of Collier
County. Editor & Publisher:

Sandy Parker. Next issue:

January 2007.
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W County today.

| bet Workforce
Housing is at
or near the top
of your list.

| know it is a high priority for our
county commissioners, the Cham-
ber of Commerce, our schools,
colleges, universities, hospitals,
and even the local McDonald’s.

Given the importance of this sub-
ject to our com-
munity, it is criti-
cal that our
League be able
to take positions
on solutions as
they are pro-
posed and de-
bated in the months ahead.

Under League rules, we can'’t take
a position until we have studied an
issue and reached “consensus.”

Consensus is a critical process in
League. When we reach it, we
have a position on an issue and
we can take action. Our president,
speaking for League, can present
our views before the Board of
County Commissioners, write arti-
cles for the newspaper, and lobby
elected officials. Without consen-
sus, we must keep silent.

* *

At our Annual Meeting last April,
the LWVCC Board was directed to
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begin a study of workforce hous-
ing in Collier County. A resource
committee was formed and began
gathering information to enable
our members to come to consen-
sus on this issue.

As an introduction to members on
this subject, Gladys Schneider
from the Florida Housing Coalition
(FHC) will speak to us at our Gen-
eral Meeting on December 18.

The FHC is a nonprofit, statewide
membership organization whose
mission is to act as a catalyst to
bring together
housing  advo-
cates and re-
sources so that
all Floridians
have an afford-
able home and
suitable  living
environment.

Ms. Schneider will show an excel-
lent film on housing options pro-
duced by 1000 Friends of Florida.
've seen the film. It will surely
stimulate interest and discussion.

Please join us and become part
of the consensus-building proc-
ess.

Buffet lunch at noon ($15 mem-
bers; $20 non-members); come
early to socialize. Reservations
required—call 263-4656 or Hospi-
tality@lwvcolliercounty.org by
12/14. Reservations must be hon-
ored or cancelled before the dead-
line.

“The biggest

problem facing
SW Florida today
is lack of afford-

able housing”

DECEMBER 18 GENERAL MEETING
FLORIDA’S WORKFORCE HOUSING CRISIS:

TOWARD BUILDING A LWVCC CONSENSUS

See page 8 for details.
NAPLES DAILY NEwWs—2006

Visit our website at www.lwvcolliercounty.org or call us at 263-4656
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GOVERNMENT — Your Chance to Withess Lobbying in Action!

By Sandy Parker - Government@Iwvcolliercounty.org

T—

How do our legislators
know what we want
. them to work on when
~~—|they meet in Tallahas-
.. | see each year for the
"~ lannual Legislative
& Session?

By law, the only thing
they are required to

do is pass a budget. sl s sie e A i S Yir Yir Y YA i i Sir YA portation.

But obviously, they do
more than that.

House in March — such as “more funding,” or
“don’t cut our funding,” or “please introduce or
support a piece of legislation” or an amend-
ment.

Last year’s presentations covered such criti-
cal issues as economic development, afford-
able housing, natural resources, education,
workforce development, growth management,
healthcare and trans-

Speakers
included the local
“Who’s Who” in each

e LWVUS Policy Position on e
“Legislative  Delega- Representative Government * of the areas covered.

tion” meetings provide
constituents the op-
portunity to request i
funding and legisla-
tion, and to remind

their organizations’ priorities.

Each year, Collier County organizations pre-
sent their requests at a meeting with the Col-
lier County Legislative Delegation, and those
whose efforts are of a more regional nature
present at a Southwest Florida Regional
Delegation Meeting.

These meetings are truly opportunities for
“lobbying” in the purest sense of the term.
Each speaker presents his/her organization’s
priorities for the upcoming legislative session,
and clearly tells the legislators what they want
them to do when they return to the State

Promote an open governmental system
that is representative, accountable and
responsive.

day,
the Commission ofi%i%ﬁ?ar?g/or

Join me to observe
the Southwest Re-
gional Delegation
Meeting on Wednes-

December 13,

the Collier

County Legislative Delegation Meeting on
Tuesday, December 19.

These meetings provide a wonderful opportu-
nity to be briefed on a variety of topics that
are critical to the quality of life in our region,
as well as a chance to witness lobbying in
action. All are welcome, and we will attend
as a group. See page 8 for details.

See the January 2006 Voter at
www.lwvcolliercounty.org/prior years.php
for articles describing last year’'s
Legislative Delegation meetings.

DECEMBER 6 HOT TOPICS LUNCHEON — 12:30PM (NoTE THE TIME CHANGE!)
THE COLLIER COUNTY COMMISSION’S 2007 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES:
WHAT ARE THEY ... AND How DO THEY COMPARE TO OURS?

The Board of County Commissioners’ 2007 state legislative priorities include:

Growth Management “Glitch” Bill
Partial Year Assessments
Cameras at Intersections

Portability of Homestead Property Assessments
311 Funding
Opposition to Changes to Impact Fees

Learn about these, and more ... and compare them to the LWV-Florida legislative priorities.
See page 8 for details.

Visit our website at www.lwvcolliercounty.org or call us at 263-4656
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SOCIAL POLICY — Health-Related Issues in the Schools

By Ann Campbell — SocialPolicy@Iwvcolliercounty.org

Prior to our November
Meeting, we knew very
little about Children’s
Medical Services (CMS).

Now, thanks to Erica
Alessandri, RN, Nursing
Director of Collier
County’s CMS, we know
that the health needs of a special group of
children are being addressed to the greatest
extent possible.

Medicaid coverage, and more. For more in-
formation, visit http://www.cms-kids.com/
CMSNetwork.htm.

December Meeting

Deb Ogden, Executive Director for Student
Services, Collier County Public Schools, will
speak to the Social Policy Committee at its
Wednesday, December 13 meeting at 8:00
am at Crissy’s Wildside Café.

We have asked Ms. Ogden to bring us up to

Collier's CMS is lo- Y s Yo i 3 S i 3 5 i B v i <& ¢ date on health-related

cated in a 10,000
square foot building <

The 2006/2007 Program Goals
for the Social Policy Committee include:

issues in the schools,
including the progress
of the integration of

e N ot

. prtal. - : Monitor and support local efforts to education into the
children with - special provide basic health care to those in all curriculum as well as
medical needs are age groups not otherwise covered, teen pregnancy, sub-
followed there. W monitor and su::grt programs for stance abuse prob-
Once eligibility is de- Collier County Schools that provide lems and other mat-

termined, each child is
assigned a nurse and
a social worker and ¥

comprehensive health education, health
services, and a safe healthy environment.

ters under her um-
brella.

N The cost for the

CMS = becomes - their i i e i Yir e vir e i Fr i Fr 9 ¥ 9 breakfast meeting is

“Medical Home.” Phy-

sicians travel to CMS from USF/Tampa, Jack-
son Hospital in Miami as well as Joe Di-
Maggio Hospital. Children are referred out for
services not available in Collier also.

As in every area of health care however,
there are concerns: pediatricians who are not
taking new patients; impending problems with

$10.00 for a choice of four items including a
fruit plate.

The meeting is open to all LWVCC members
and guests are welcome. Reservations are
necessary by Monday, December 11. Con-
tact Ann Campbell at 263-1755 or Social-
Policy@lwvcolliercounty.org.

IN MEMORIAM—DOROTHY FITCH

We are sorry to report the death of Dorothy Fitch on October 29, 2006, in Deerfield Beach,
FL, where she had moved to be near family. A driving force in the League of Women Vot-
ers of Collier County, Dorothy served as president from 1988-90 and from 1993-94 and
was co-president from 1990-91. She organized and managed the LWVCC office, edited
the VOTER, represented the League on the Juvenile Justice Council, coordinated the

County Survey done by League members annually, worked with the Supervisor of Elec-
tions to reach out to citizens of Collier County and more. Dorothy was a mentor and friend
and she epitomized all that the League of Women Voters aspires to. Our deepest condo-
lences to her family and to her many friends. Contributions to the League of Women Vot-
ers of Collier County in Dorothy’s memory may be mailed to LWVCC, PO Box 9883,
Naples 34101 or can be made through the Network for Good at www.networkforgood.org.

Visit our website at www.lwvcolliercounty.org or call us at 263-4656
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NATURAL RESOURCES — We Are The Help!

By Nicole Ryan and Bonnie Michaels, NaturalResources@lwvcolliercounty.org

CONGRATULATIONS to
all of you who voted for
continuing Conservation
Collier. Did you know that
82% of the voters said
yes?

* | But that is just the begin-

ning. Do you know how
the County’s land preservation committee
finds land for conservation? Do you know the
process for making it accessible for us citi-
zens?

If you are interested in
these and other issues ?&7
that determine conser-
vation lands preserva-
tion, you can attend
an open meeting of
the Habitat Conserva- ?%7

tion Plan Advisory i
Committee each
month. Contact Bon-
nie at

sources@lwvcolliercounty.org or 596-9135.

Did you know that the South Florida Water
Management Board voted for a development
project (Mirasol) that would destroy over 650
acres of wetlands? Did you know that pro-
posed developments called Big Cypress and
Terrafina will also have major environmental
impacts?

We may not be able to stop an entire devel-
opment but we can get educated and support
initiatives that preserve habitat, clean water
and wildlife.

LWVUS Policy Position on
Natural Resources

%% Promote an environment beneficial to life

through the protection and wise o

management of natural resources
in the public interest.

*
NaturalRe- 70 W W A i I e e e e e e ol

We all see the green space
disappear and with it wild-
life and habitat. It is dis-
couraging and we often
feel hopeless. Mother
Teresa said, “You can’t
save the whole world from [
hunger but you can help
one person at a time.”

What can you do to make a difference?
Many of us think that it is someone else’s job.
We look for help from

Yt Y Yo Y A A % A 7 A Y % i A Y others  to solve  the

Y problems. But ... WE
ARE THE HELP!

Join the Natural Re-
sources committee.
Our members:

0 stay vigilant and
N continue our educa-

tion,

network and edu-
cate others—friends, families, and those not
aware that when we lose green space, wildlife
and clean water, we lose a way of life, and

e aren't afraid to speak up when they see
wildlife and habitat abuses. Last week, Bon-
nie was one of three people who saved a
manatee in Wiggins Pass by alerting speed-
ing boats to slow down.

Our next meeting will be a field trip on Friday,
December 15. For more information or to
RSVP (by 12/13), contact NaturalRe-
sources@lwvcolliercounty.org or 596-9135.

THE LWVCC BOARD APPRECIATES THE SERVICE OF OUR
2006 ADOPT-A-PRECINCT VOLUNTEERS

KATHLEEN SLEBODNIK, CHAIR (AND CHIEF MOTIVATOR!)

ANN BLEAKLEY
BARBARA ELLIOTT
BERNICE SCHMELZ

DIANE BLOCK
MARJORIE JODER
CHRIS STRATON

SUE BOOKBINDER
PAT LAWRENCE
GEORGE WILLIS

Visit our website at www.lwvcolliercounty.org or call us at 263-4656
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VOTER SERVICE — Next Step: Updating our Voters Guide

Sue Bookbinder
VoterService@lwvcolliercounty.org

The General Election may
be behind us but Voter
Service’s work to prepare
for Elections '08 is just be-
ginning!

The recent election neces-
sitates the updating of the
LWVCC Voters Guide, a
listing of our elected offi-
cials and their contact in-
formation, the term of office and the date the
seat is next up for reelection. We cover offi-

cials at the national, state, county and city
levels, as well as the school board and the
courts. We also include voter registration in-
formation. This handy publication is relied on
by many government officials, businesses
and voters in Collier County.

To update this guide, we make calls and ac-
cess government websites to verify and en-
sure the accuracy of each listing. It doesn’t
take a lot of time, but it's a great way to learn
about our government. If you would like to
participate, please let me know!

JUSTICE — Rghting Human Trafficking & Modern-Day Slavery

By Bernice Schmelz — Justice@Iwvcolliercounty.org

The Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW)
has "uncovered, investigated and helped
bring to prosecution six slavery cases in the
last six years involving over 1,000 workers,"
according to Sarah Osmer, Interfaith Action of
SW Florida.

Her agency is one of two partner organiza-
tions of the CIW that support the Coalition in
their efforts to end modern-day slavery in the
agricultural industry.

The CIW employs a%
unique combination of

outreach, investiga-
tion, and worker-to- ¥
worker counseling in

LWVFLA Policy Position on
Justice in Florida

Support measures to provide

11 at the Naples Branch '3
Library, 650 Central Ave. [,

Ms. Osmer will be speak- Sast
ing with us about the §SE2
CIW's approach to com- &
bating slavery as well as S8
several of the cases inj® »
which they have been

involved, including a case in which African
American men were

coerced into farm la-

Y bor and paid with
crack cocaine.

Y If you would like to
read more about the

order to combat al- <= adequate living and working conditions <~ ClW’s anti-slavery
ready-gmstmg slavery e T campaign in advance
operations  case-by- W W of the meeting, check

case and is a found- ¢
ing member of the
National Freedom v
Network USA to Em- )
power Victims of
Slavery and Traffick- ¢
ing.
If you would like to learn more about this local
effort to stop human trafficking in the agricul-

tural industry and how you can help, join the
Justice Committee at 9:00 a.m. on December

A 2006/2007 Program Goal
for the Justice Committee is to <
monitor and participate in
local task force activities to
curb human trafficking.

by December

Y their web site at
www.ciw-online.orq/

A

%7 slavery.html.

To insure adequate

%7 seating and handouts,
please RSVP to me

9 at

455-4984 or |Justice@lwvcolliercounty.org. All

are welcome.

Visit our website at www.lwvcolliercounty.org or call us at 263-4656
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

By Joyce Evans
Membership@Iwvcolliercounty.org

A warm welcome to the following
new members who joined our League since the last
Voter was published!

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR
omoeromomme W A Al 4 AL AL 4L A A A AT A
CAN BE FOUND IN THE

“FOR MEMBERS” SECTION Sheila Agranat Dorothy Lipschultz
OF OUR WEBSITE AT

i
WWW.LWVCOLLIERCOUNTY.ORG /ﬁ
i

W
/if
Nancy Burkhalter Eleanora Lutz 6
Mary Cunningham Donald Shapiro /ﬂ
Donna Gillroy Carole Soling /ﬁ

W

Anne Lewallen Stuart Warshauer

)o b, B, B, 8, b, B, b, s, b,
== 0 A A A i

If you’ve not already done so ...
Men can join

the League IT’S
MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL TIME!

Renewals are due by December 31.
Renewal form on page 9.

@ AN A A A A AN L A AN LA LY ft‘*

& LWVCC HOLIDAY PARTY N
« WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6 — 6—38 P.M. (‘
(Z§ AT THE HOME OF HOSPITALITY CHAIR NANCY WOLFE o

%% PLEASE BRING A $10 PER PERSON CONTRIBUTION TO THE LEAGUE %%

((& AND A PLATE OF FINGER FOOD. {ﬁ;
o PUNCH & SOFT DRINKS WILL BE SERVED, OR BYOB. o
(é, a~ PLEASE RSVP BY 12/1 FOR DIRECTIONS {‘1
°§ HOSPITALITY@LWVCOLLIERCOUNTY.ORG OR 263-4656 °§
o, o.,% °o °o§ °o °o

O AN OO OO O OO A (OO O O

Visit our website at www.lwvcolliercounty.org or call us at 263-4656
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

N e .
eEE ey

event Date & Time Place RSVP & Cost
Government Committee Wednesday, 12/6 Collier Athletic Club at By 12/3 to Government@-
Hot Topics 12:30—2:00 p.m. The Commons—710 Iwvcolliercounty.org or 513-1595.
Page 3 Goodlette Rd N at 7th Buffet lunch $16 members; $21
Ave N non-members
Holiday Party Wednesday, 12/6 Home of Nancy Wolfe By 12/4 to Hospitality@-
Page 7 6:00—8:00 p.m. Iwvcolliercounty.org or 263-4656

$10 per person contribution to
LwvCC

Justice Committee
Page 6

Monday, 12/11
9:00 — 11:00 a.m.

Naples Branch Library
Central Ave

By 12/9 to Justice@-

Iwvcolliercounty.org or 455-4984

Social Policy Committee
Page 4

Wednesday, 12/13
8:00 — 9:00 a.m.

Crissy’'w Wild Side Café
5026 Airport Pulling Rd
N (Carillon Plaza)

By 12/11 to SocialPolicy@-

Iwvcolliercounty.org or 263-1755
Choice of breakfast entrees $10

Government Committee Wednesday, 12/13 Florida Gulf Coast

By 12/4 to Government@-

Southwest Florida Regional | 8:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. | University Iwvcolliercounty.org or
Delegation Meeting 513-1595. Registration required.
Page 3 $55 including breakfast & lunch
Natural Resources Com- Friday, 12/15 TBD By 12/13 to NaturalResources@-
mittee TBD Iwvcolliercounty.org or 596-9135
Page 5

Norris Center
8th Ave S & 8th St S

General Meeting
Page 2

Monday, 12/18
12:00—1:30 p.m.

By 12/14 to Hospitality@-

Iwvcolliercounty.org or 263-4656
Buffet lunch $15 members; $20
non-members

Government Committee
Collier County Legislative
Delegation Meeting

Page 3

Tuesday, 12/19
2:00—5:00 p.m.

Naples City Hall
8th Ave S & 8th St S

By 12/17 to Government@-

Iwvcolliercounty.org or 513-1595

Visit our website at www.lwvcolliercounty.org or call us at 263-4656
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If you have not already mailed in your membership renewal form, please do so as soon as pos-
sible. Please print, complete and mail the form below.

it

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERSe

OF COLLIER COUNTY

2006-2007 LOCAL, STATE AND NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
and The VOTER newsletter subscription

Please enter information exactly as you wish it to appear in our records:

Name

Address
City/State/Zip

Telephone

Email

Annual Dues:

$ $60.00 for mdividual membership
$ $90.00 for two-member family membership
2" member’ s name

b $30 for student membership

I would like to help support the League of Women Voters of Collier County’s activities with
an additional contribution:

b Caontribution to the General Fund (much needad to strengthen League, take action on political issves and
build membership: not deductible)

b Contribution to the Education Fund itax-deductible. You may use a ssparak check payable to LWVCC
Education Fund for donation records if desired. We will provide a written acknowledgement of vour
contribution. )

$ Total amount enclosad payable to “LWV of Callier County”

Please circle areas of interest and ways vou re willing to help our League:

| Areas of Interest | Wavs to Help ‘
| Education | Government | Voter Publishing/Mailing

[ Justice | Natural Resources | Membership

| Social Policy | Voter Services | Office Functions

| International Relations | Housing | Hospitality

Whar would you like to see the League address this year?

Please mail this form with your check(s) to:

Thank you

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF COLLIER COUNTY for your support!
P.O. Box 9883 ... Naples, FL. 34101

Visit our website at www.lwvcolliercounty.org or call us at 263-4656




