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We can do better 

Editor, Daily News: 

As community leaders in a variety of settings, both religious and secular, we raise 

our voices in sadness and protest against the recent vicious acts committed against 
Ruth Dorfman. While we represent a broad spectrum of opinion on many issues, we 

are united in our condemnation of hatred and bigotry. 

We call upon every segment of this community to publicly oppose any efforts to 
demean and diminish the dignity of our fellow human beings. 

The fact that one religious group, a single political party and gay and lesbian 

citizens were singled out in this attack is sickening. This was an attack on 
everything that makes our nation and our community great. 

Let this be a call to people of good will to speak out against prejudice and 
intolerance, hold perpetrators accountable and engage in acts which build our 

community and our nation versus tearing it down. 

Dr. Ronald M. Patterson 
Chair, Coalition of Progressive Religious Voices 

 
Gabrielle Gilmore 

President, Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays Naples Chapter 
(PFLAG) 
 

Ann R. Jacobson 
Chair, Community Relations Committee, Jewish Federation of Collier County 

 
Charlene Wendel 
President/CEO, Planned Parenthood of Collier County 

 
Douglas L. Ball 

President, Collier County Non-Discrimination Coalition 
 

Michael V. Reagen 
President & CEO, Greater Naples Chamber of Commerce & Leadership Collier 
Foundation 

 
Murray Hendel 

President emeritus, Holocaust Museum of Southwest Florida 
 
Sandy Wolf 

President, National Council of Jewish Women Naples/Marco Section 



 
Douglas Wilson 

President, American Civil Liberties Union Collier County Chapter 
 

Vi Steffan 
President, American Association of University Women Greater Naples Branch 
 

John Lynch 
President, Americans United for Separation of Church and State Naples Chapter 

 
Sandy Parker 
President, League of Women Voters of Collier County 


