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Today we will look at how government works 
in Florida

We will cover: 

• State of Florida

• Collier County

We will focus on:

• structure of government 
(executive and legislative 
branches only)

• key officials, their 
backgrounds, 
responsibilities and      
terms of office

• budget



Understanding
Our State Government



Florida’s governor is the chief executive of 
the government and chairman of the cabinet

• Elected by popular vote every 4 years

• May serve a maximum of two terms

• Commander-in-Chief of the state’s 
military forces 

• Required to deliver a “State of the 
State Address” each legislative 
session

Rick Scott (R)
2011 - present

• Has veto power over 
legislation and line-item 
veto over budget

• Lieutenant Governor 
Jennifer Carroll first in 
line of succession upon 
vacancy in the office of 
governor



The governor and the elected cabinet form 
the executive branch of our state government

Governor
Rick Scott (R)

Attorney General
Pam Bondi (R)
Dept of Legal Affairs

Chief Financial 
Officer
Jeff Atwater (R)
Dept of Financial 
Services 

Commissioner of 
Agriculture
Adam Putnam (R)
Dept of Agriculture &
Consumer Affairs



Florida’s legislative branch has two 
chambers, like the U.S. Congress 

Senate

-- 40 districts

House

-- 120 districts

GERRYMANDERED DISTRICTS



In the Florida Legislature, Collier County is 
represented by two state senators

Garrett Richter (R)
District 37 | 2008 – present

Western Collier and part of Lee 
Counties

Larcenia Bullard (D)
District 39 | 2002 – present
Monroe and parts of Hendry, Collier, Miami-

Date, Broward & Palm Beach Counties

37

39



This is how Collier County has been 
gerrymandered into state House districts
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Collier County is represented by five state 
representatives 

Matt Hudson (R)
District 101 | 2007 – present
Parts of eastern Collier and Broward

Kathleen Passidomo (R)
District 76 | 2010 – present

Part of Western Collier
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Collier County is represented by five state 
representatives (cont’d)

Trudi Williams (R)
District 75

2004 – present
parts of Collier and 

Lee Counties

Jeanette Nuñez (R)
District 112

2010 – present
parts of Broward, 

Collier, Miami-Dade

Denise Grimsley (R)
District 77

2004 - present
Glades, Hendry & 
parts of Collier and 
Highlands counties
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As a result of the 2010 elections, the GOP 
controls Florida’s government 

Republicans have enough 
votes in both chambers      
to put a constitutional 

amendment on the ballot 
(3/5ths vote)                    

and to override a veto by 
the Governor (2/3rds vote).

Leadership also has a vote 
on every committee.

Florida Senate

Florida House

81

39

28

12



The Florida legislature’s only constitutional 
responsibility is to pass a balanced budget

2011-2012 budget = $67.9 billion
a 3.7% decrease from 2010-2011

2010-11

Education $22.4

Medicaid 20.0 70%

Transportation 6.9

Children & Family Services 3.0

Health 2.9

Justice Admin, Juvenile Justice, Law 2.0

Environmental Protection 1.5

Other 11.8
$70.5



Understanding
Our County Government



The Florida Constitution permits two forms of 
county government

• Charter government (“home rule”)

– 20 counties

• The default form of government

– e.g. Collier County



Florida’s Constitution specifies the form of 
government for non-charter counties 

An elected governing body
(Board of County Commissioners)

Of five or seven members
(Collier has five)

staggered four-year terms
no term limits

and

Five elected “constitutional officers”



Collier County is divided 
into five districts of 
approximately equal 
population  

Find your district at

www.colliergov.net

Type

“find your district”

in the search box



Each district is represented by a County 
Commissioner who lives in that district

• Partisan Elections

• Districts 1, 3 and 5 are 
elected in presidential-
election years

• Districts 2 & 4 are 
elected during midterm 
elections



Commissioners Hiller and Coyle were 
elected in 2010

Georgia Hiller
District II

Fred Coyle
District IV



Commissioners Fiala, Henning and Coletta 
were elected in 2008 

Donna Fiala
District I

Tom Henning
District III

Jim Coletta
District V



The BCC provides services to protect our 
health, safety, welfare and quality of life 

• Adopt the county budget and set related millage rates 

• Provide ambulance service

• Establish & enforce zoning regulations & building codes

• Prepare, modify & enforce land use plans & authorize changes in 
designated use for given parcels of land

• Provide or regulate waste & sewage collection & disposal

• Provide & maintain water supply

• Provide for county road building & maintenance

The BCC meets on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month
Workshops and special meetings as needed
All work must be conducted “in the sunshine”
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The County Manager, appointed by the BCC, 
oversees the County’s day-to-day operations 

• Transportation Services

• Public Utilities

• Community Development & 
Environmental Services

• Building Review & Permitting
• Code Enforcement
• Comprehensive Planning
• Environmental Services
• Zoning

• Public Services 

• Administrative Services

Leo Ochs Jr.
County Manager

since 2009



Collier’s $315M General Fund pays for or 
supports services that benefit all residents

2010-2011 County budget = $865 million



Items under BCC control represent just 29% 
of a typical unincorporated resident’s tax bill

County Government

29%

School Board

43%



Florida’s Constitution specifies the form of 
government for non-charter counties 

An elected governing body

and

Five “constitutional officers”

Tax Collector

Property Appraiser

Supervisor of Elections

Clerk of the Circuit Court

Sheriff



Collects: 
• ad valorem taxes (real estate)
• non-ad valorem taxes listed on annual 

tax bill
• tangible personal property taxes
• tourist tax

Issues as agent for State of Florida:
• Driver licenses
• Motor vehicle registrations
• Vessel registrations
• Hunting & fishing licenses

The Tax Collector collects all county taxes 
and collects fees for independent agencies

Larry Ray (R)
Serving since 2008

www.colliertax.com



The Property Appraiser identifies and 
appraises all property in Collier County

• Annually assesses over 200,000 
individual parcels 

• Administers homestead exemptions and 
Save Our Homes caps 

• Determines tax exemption eligibility

• Administers widow, widower’s and 
disability exemptions

• Maintains legal descriptions and 
searchable ownership tax maps

• DOES NOT SET THE TAX RATE!!  

Abe Skinner (R)

Serving Collier County 
since the 1960s and as 

Property Appraiser 
since 1991



The Supervisor of Elections is responsible 
for administering all Collier County elections

• Voter education 

• Issuing voter information cards 

• Conducting voter registration 

• Providing absentee voting 

• Qualifying candidates for office 

• Receiving campaign finance reports 

• Maintaining election equipment 

• Hiring and training election workers

• Renting and equipping polling places

184,714 registered voters as of May 8, 2011

Republicans 51% - Democrats 25% - Others 24%

Jennifer J. 
Edwards (R)

Serving since 2000



The Clerk of the Circuit Court has several 
constitutionally-mandated functions

• Clerk of the Circuit Court

• Clerk of the BCC

• Auditor

• Recorder

• Custodian 
Dwight Brock (R)

Serving since 1993



The Sheriff’s Office preserves and protects 
our lives, property and constitutional rights

Kevin Rambosk
(R)

Serving since 2009

• Traffic and Boat Safety

• Community Outreach

• Communication

• Youth Programming

• Crime Prevention and Safety

• Professional Resource Management

• Legislation 



Today looked at how our government works

We covered: 

• State of Florida

• Collier County

We focused on:

• structure of government 
(executive and legislative 
branches only)

• key officials, their 
backgrounds, 
responsibilities and      
terms of office

• budget



Your informed and active participation in 
government can make a difference

Get involved!!

Democracy is not a spectator sport.


