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Distinguished Elected Officials:

I'am Sandy Parker, President of the League of Women Voters of Collier County, and I am
pleased and proud to be here on behalf of our 150 members.

As you know, the League is a nonpartisan organization. Our mission is to encourage
informed and active participation in government, and to influence public policy through
education and advocacy.

In your binders is a list of the priorities of the League of Women Voters of Florida for the
upcoming legislative session. They were adopted by local Leagues representing thousands of
members statewide. Today I will speak about just one of them: the need for more Equitable
Taxation.

Currently, many Florida businesses, particularly small- and medium-sized companies, pay
more than they should because large multi-state companies are not paying their fair share.
These large companies are able, under Florida law, to declare their income in another state.
Small business owners and Florida citizens suffer.

It’s time to address this inequity, and require these large, un-taxed businesses to pay their fair
share, as is happening in states across America who are implementing “combined
reporting.”’

Further, many sales tax loopholes exist that reward special interests and provide no public
benefit. Last March, Florida Tax Watch, a business-backed research group, compiled a list
of $225 million in annual sales tax exemptions that could be eliminated, including those for
charter fishing boats, bottled water, veterinary medicines, sales of religious items, movie
theater concession rent, Super Bowl tickets and sales of U.S. and state flags.” In the last
legislative session, both the Senate and House Finance & Tax Councils reviewed sales tax
exemptions. Representative Grady participated in the House review.

Disappointingly, after review by both Councils, no loopholes were eliminated. Instead, fees
were raised on services such as drivers’ licenses, title transfers, court fees, university students
and fishing licenses. Some of those fees more than doubled and several are for items that
seniors and low income families cannot do without.’
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The need to equalize the tax burden and repeal unwarranted — or no-longer-affordable —
sales tax exemptions is more critical now than ever before. The needs of our citizens for
better services demand it.

Florida ranks 49th in the nation in education funding for K-through-college." We have the
second-highest drop-out rate (Georgia is first),” and the third-highest juvenile incarceration
rate (above Wyoming and South Dakota) in the country.’

Statistics like these will not bring companies with high-paying jobs to our state. According
to Florida Trend magazine, companies are looking for states like North Carolina that have
laws ensuring a competitive level of funding for their universities, teachers and professors.’
In the upcoming session, we ask you to take steps to improve tax equity.

We will be watching your work carefully.

Thank you for your consideration of our priorities, and for your service to our community.
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